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Amendments to the Specification : 

Please add the following new paragraphs after the paragraph ending on line 1 1 of 

page 5: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Various embodiments will be described in detail, with reference to the following 

figures, wherein: 

Fig. 1 illustrates examples of polymorphic HERV-W envelope amino acid sequences, 
Figs. 2A-2B illustrates examples of polymorphic HERV-W envelope nucleic acid 
sequences, 

Fig. 3 illustrates examples of polymorphisms of the LTR of the HERV-W envelope 

gene, 

Fig. 4 is a schematic representation of a polymorphism analysis of the HERV-W 
envelope, and 

Fig. 5 is a schematic representation of a cell-cell fusion test of HERV-W chimeras. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

Please cancel the heading " BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS" that was 
added at page 6, between lines 6 and 7. 

Please cancel the heading " DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS " that was added at page 7, before line 1. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 24, line 20, with the following 
rewritten paragraph: 

Table II gives the results of the coculture experiments as a function of the cell lines 
tested. Syncytia are observed in human rhabdomyosarcoma (TE671), epidermoid carcinoma 
(A431) and epithelioid carcinoma (HeLa) cells, and also in monkey cells of the fibroblast type 
(COS) y _and pig endothelium cells (PAE) and mous e c e lls of th e fibroblast typo (3T3) . The 
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fact that the human endogenous envelope Env HERV-W is capable of rasing in pig cells may 
pose problems in the context of organ transplantation (xenotransplantation). 
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